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MANY EFFORTS TO BUILD

UTAHCALIFORNIA LINE

Over 31if Years Ago First Undertaking Was
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When the Ant Pacific railroad was
mj e r oa nay 1 1M southern

CaJifanla despised by the
rallroa builders Sparsely settled giv-
en over mostly to stock raising the en
tire was contemptuously Cubbed

the cm counties and the railroads
gave this part of the country Jittle
thought it was several year before
the Southern Pacific began poking in
from th direction of San Franeisee
But long before that time a group

had their eyes turned toward
the co st of southern California far
south o the Golden Gate

It war In 1871 that th Utah Southern
organised IU primary object was

to give to the part of Utah south of
Salt Lake that quick access to the rest
of the world that had hitherto been

but the expectation was that
later road would be taken on to a
California seaport William Jennings
was the tint president of the organtse
lion John Sharp vice president
Feramors Little superintendent All
were Salt Lake men The road WM
built to Lehi in 1873 and to Provo I
1873 Two year later It was extended

miles to York Jab W
milts from Lake was reached la
June 187 The Utah Southern Exten-
sion company was then organized ami
by 1880 the road had been extended Iff
miles farther to Milford and Fuse
This was the sad for a number of years

Xaw Line Projected
In 1872 another company struck mtt-

r Srom Wit Lake Cor the southwest Thb
was th Salt Lake Sevtor Valley ft-

Fi organised by A C Barnasa
general Patrick E Connor whose
name Is associated with the
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hill oo the main southern One
Several railroad projects aimed a

Dee Creek and the rest never go
out of the Incubator but in ISM tin
Union Pad took hold and It
to look as f there would be
use Mat For the purpose
carrying out this project the Salt L-

ft Western was organised with a
H Clark president of the Union
rife at i bead
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+ The map on this the Salt Pedro Los Angeles ft Salt Lake 4road as completed or surveyed to date The Leamington cutoff has been fgraded and the rails have been laid as shown by the dotted lines
JL F in Leamington to Callentes the route of the Oregon Shun Usem t VMII be used From Calientes across Nevada to where the dotted lines 4

r ram IM been surveyed and erosssecUoned-
f r 1y for the graders Up to San Bernardino the dotted lines show in a +

gnernl way the route selected From Ban Bernardino the road fellows in +
a Mineral way the line south of the antaiJv which has been own

T r p ted from San Pedro to RtiSerstda Plot far from San7y ninlinp 4

shows

e

the route
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mining development to Utah cad
r o Kimball were Interested in

Grading was dose aa tar
irtiald and then Mopped and the
prise died

Ilah A Nevada road promoted
in W wws iitunrhfl in
Tlv rowgauge line skirting
iithrn shore of Halt lake and
i T minus near Stockton was

uf fir as the latter place In
M i iuvri built any farthr

hin th asi year aH ifhA-

bjective point being Leamington
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Rlter p L Williams L Grand Young
and A F Doremus of Salt Lake The
route as surveyed lay past Terminus
and Deep reek in Utah through Ne
vada by way of Spring valley coming
Into California near the Amargoaa rc
Ki n with the Atlantic

Marine at Barstow thence on lu Los
Angeles A branch was to be built to
Mono lake and the Yosemite and an
thr to Kan Francisco About 100000
way BI IJI in surveys and ttrk
startt 1 It va then derived to abai

til w rk out of Salt Lak
i liuiu lu flu iiae i

graded as far as Jericho ntar
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Tlnlil and it b amt the Tll1UC
branch of tIM Oregon Short Line it 4
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would have aehU Portland
Bat Use company besaavt aastemtty

Th Central Pacific wa
and it became necessary hipan of the work The Orasjsa Short
Line was farther as too all en-
ergy was concentrated os that

Francis Tiernan ms4 aa in
1st to build a transcontinental road
He organized and became president of
the Utah Nevada ft California The
route was to be from Provo through
Nephi Cedar City and St George
lTtah thence across to the mouth of
the Moaja river In Nevada over Rail
road pa to the Vg valley over
Timber mountain and Marl Springs
pawn into tliv sink of the Mojave now
called Devils Playground thence
parallel with the Southern Pacific to
Los Angeles and from there down

Diejfo In 1XJC the Southwestern
coal Jrm ioinpany was organized as
an auxiliary company to take over val-
uable iror n ar Cedar City ard
Kanarra as well as mad Thor company
still holds a largo amount of valuable
iron in that region but the railroad
was n vcr built

Complete Investigation Mads-

Duriut this time the Union Paclflt
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The road to Loa Angeles and the
road to Deep Creek were taken up at
various times by different promoters
but no actual work was done until
flip when A W Mctune announced
that he intruded to build a road to Los
Angeles The Oregon Short Line fur

the old roadbed and the rails
as gave freight rates on ties C W

NibJey and David Kccles furnished the
41e and acquired an interest in the
road which was incorporated as the

ft Pacific The track was laid to
Uvada a distance from Milford of sev

miles Again C P Hunting
blocked the way He announced

than If the road crossed the Nevada
fIN he should consider it an invasion

Southern Paeifto territory would
retaliate on the Union Pacific Again
hk threat was successful and the ex

toward Loa Angeles stopped
Trains continued to run as far as
Uvada however and so considerable
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had again keen roawd to acttoawhh
a new line irtefr
Francis A Unw was powiacaH dIR and
In the fall ot 1888 he two expert
FNglneera over the country between Salt
Lake and Lea Angeles to
sold report as to the advisability of
constructing a roal ad through fish In-

tervening ret ion H M McGait
now assistant chief engineer of the
Pedro Los Angeles ft Salt LaM
was sent to look into the civil ensjtaeef
tog phases and Profeesdr W B Jaft-
ney now in Salt Lake was th mlaiog
engineer who was to on the
mineral regions tributary and to de-

termine their traffic pcntbtlttlcs
outfitted at Los Angeles came eircr JiM
Cajon pass and traversed the
10 Milford making careful
of the topography and reaouroeVeC
regions through which they uaaalid
favorable were their repots that file
Union Pacific ordered a survey f
route in 18 and in last
Lion of US miles from ladaftV-
entes with a thlrtymfle brag to
Ptoche was ordered Tne
nearly completed to and

I Flock and seven miles of track

port
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laid The future in that of the
Raring Brae who were supplying part
of the money for the extensioa caused
a cessation of the work April t pf th
same year P Huntington secured
control of the Southern and he
declared violent war on any
of

extensio-
nof tnion Pacific Notice served

on the latter road that construction
of the Angf leg line was continued

I no freight would be received at prevaU
rates at Ogden Jay Gould who

had gained control of the Union Pa-
cific about this time yielded to tfo
threat agreed not th extend the road
and ordtrnl s vcn miles of track
already laid to he pulled Up This was
done In 1893 The grade was later oc-

cupied to Tvada by the McCunt road
and the balance formed the of
contention between the Oregon Short

i Line and the San Pedro Los Angeles
P t I nk rely recently
Abraham H Cannons

In 1K however the project was
I again taken up this time by George Q
Cannon Abraham H Cannon George-
A and others In April 1896 th
1tah California Kdilroad fjffftf

ham 11 Cannon who was in active
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ness was done
Other mining districts and in the nhip
JIM of stock northward and supplies
southward to all the Dixie region

Meanwhile the grade in Nevada had
been abandoned and sold for taxes be-

coming the property of Lincoln county j

Beginning of Present Undertaking
The next great step toward a railroad

between Salt Lake and Los Angeles
the one which is now about to be car
ried to a finality originated at the
Other end In 1891 a group of St Louis
men headed by R C Kerens and
George B became convinced
that San Pedro would in a short time
become a great harbor and that an
other transcontinental road would seek
this port as a terminus Therefore they
organised the Los Angeles Terminal

company to acquire termina
in Los Angeles and on San Pedro har
bor A railroad was built from Los
Angeles to the harbor wharves being
buttt on the east side of the harbor on
Rattlesnake island now known as Ter

island Traffic began to pass-
over the line between the water and
Le Angeles It was expected that the
Union Pacific or some other road would
soon come across Nevada as was then
planned and would buy or acquire the

ew road on account of its terminal fa-
cilities But all these projects were
blocked by Huntington aa previously
tQld while on the other hand there
was a bitter fight in to secure
government recognition for the harbor
itself This warfare remarkable for Its
vigor its varied phases and its long
duration terminated In 199 when the
contract was awarded for the construc-
tion of the outer breakwater the
work on that great improvement actu-
ally began

Senator Clark Interested
When the San Pedro harbor fight was

considered settled the owners of the
Los Angeles Terminal road began their
endeavors to interest capital in the
construction of a railroad between Salt
Lake and Los Thomas K Gib-
bon president ih n nl and me
of the in the San frvdro harbor
Aght was most active in this new un-
dertaking HO hUiccedt in interesting
JSROSX Clark who tak n up his
abode in Los Anprtles trid through him
h Senator William A Clark
In tti snmnif f I bfiti known
that intk ii UitjlictU
taken hold of the great enterprise of

Leighton
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bulMDnpr a between the City
of the City of the An
gels

Formal announcement of the plans
foa the vast enterprise were made Aug
M UN at a dinner given Mr Gibbon
with J Ross lark as guest of honor
by dttoms of Los Angeles at the Cali-
fornia crab On this occasion both Mr
Clark and Mr Gibbon told something
of the Intentions of the principal

of tile undertaking-
Mr Gibbon in the cottage of his re-

mark tailed attention to the fat that
new road would br uniquein that

It will he the first important road of the
promoted by western capital

wttbowt recourse to the money markets
of the east or of the Old World which
have built sad now largely own all the
other railroads of the west

Financial Plans Announced
It is proposed by the great financier

who is at the head of this enterprise
he went on and whose millions are
pledged to its success that it shall be-
gin its existence with the smallest in-

terest charge ever carried by any newly
constructed road Senator Clark in

that the bonds of the Salt Lake
railroad shall call for only 4 per
interest a rate of Interest so far

am informed lower than ever before
named In the issue of bonds of
any important railroad company This
will inrcre a much smaller fixed charge
than is bump by any other western
road In addition to that it is proposed
that the original construction of this
road shall Involve the beat that is
known to modern railroad construction
It is the desire of the promoters that
from the time the flint train passes over
it it shall take the place of a high
speed freight and passenger line and
to that end they propose to lay its track
with the heaviest rails and to make its
construction in every way the most

and uptodate
Mr Clark spoke of the wonderful de-

posits of coal and trop In Utah dose to
the nsw road and of the enormous
mineral resources in other places along
the route He expressed a belief that
the building of the road would result
in tremendous development wherever it
went
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OoMtial XdadattE With faalie
It is the belief of the promoters of

the Salt l ke railway that it is possi-
ble for their corporation to occupy rt
lat of friendship and mutual as

e to those on whom it will de
pet or business be said We see
no reason why our corporation should I

not be as much a friend of its custom
a the banker is of his customers

or the merchant of his customers We
believe and hape that we will take a
necessary part in the commercial life of
Los Angeles and southern California
that we will become a necessary factor
u your banking your merchandise
your fruit raising just an you in your
various branches of business will be
necessary factors in our prosperity
With this relation of mutual depend-
ence we see no reason why there should
not grow up and be sustained a mutual
relation of Intimate confidence and
friendship Ve do not believe that it is
necessary that the patrons of a rail
road corporation should regard that

with suspicion lid distrust
and feel that whatever you contribute
to Its support is in a measure an en-
forced contribution

Itwld be to make the orig-
inal investment as small as computable
with a construction which will enable
us to give a perfect service so that we
may avoid loading up the corporation
with large fixed charges In the form f
interest on bonds which will mean

freight rates In going Into
this enterprise we shall merely ask a
reasonable return on the money in-
vested and it shall be our business to
see that the nominal investment does
not exceed the actual investment In
other words it in our intention to make
a a speculation out of
Uje Lake railway to establish and
conduct it as far as our ability will
admit of on sate conservative busi-
ness lines and to try to make of it as
much value as possible to its patrons
as well a to Its owners

Senator Clarks Announcement
It was not until autumn of that yt i

that Senator Clark himself made public
announcement of his plans At the

of the Angeles dinner hf was
in France He return d the nifetirir
to incorporate the San Pedro An-

Rlos Salt Likt road was h N
1 edict lhi S n J CUii

in a speech pledged his word that
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Salt Lake ft Los Angeles raflroaf proj-
ect would he carded through The

i given at the ebb by Sen-
ator Kearns and David Keith
The guests were Senator Clark Gov-
ernor Beber M Wells President Loren
so Snow of the Mormon church Coun
selors George Q Cannon and Joseph F
Smith exGovernor Arthur L
T E Gibbon C O J Real
Clark C C Goodwin 8 H Babcock
W 8 McCornick Clarence K McCor
nick J E Dooly R C Chambers
Mayor Kara Thompson Reed SMoot
XM Clay A E Welby William late
heirt and C W Penrose

In his speech Senator Clark toU of
the first time he had visited Salt Lake
City This was in ISO He and two
companions had come down from East
Bannock Mont then in Idaho with a
mule team for supplies At that time
he became convinced that Salt Lake
would become a great city After dis-
cussing the location of Salt Lake the
rich tributary country in Utah and
along the line of the proposed road to
Los Angeles he pledged himself to the
enterprise in these words

Considering all this I have become
convinced that if not the only railroad
opening this is certainly the best

lying out of for a rail
road enterprise I do not want to make
any promises that cannot be fulfilled-
I do not want to arouse any false
Irenes But I do say that with the help
01 the ability and energy of nry col-
leagues here present this road will be
builtif not at once it will be built in
the immediate future We want your
cooperation we want your good will
and with these the road win be built
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X Incorporation of Company
Other speeches were made at that

gathering among them one by George-
Q Cannon who told how he had gone
over the route first in IMf and had al-

ways been convinced that it was a fu
vorable pathway for a railroad

The incorporators of the sea Pedro

ton Reed Smoot Perry sT Heath W
B Clark JL C Kerens David Keith
S A Bernie R C Kcrn jr J lions
Clark W 8 McCorakk K W
C O Whittemore A IL

Gibbon Senator Thorn Jam J
W Clark and Charles tttrk

The directors were rktBt W A
Clark first vice presntem R C K r
ens second vice president J Tines
Clark third vi president T E

Reed Smoot W X VcOoarick K
W Clark George R Ltfehton C W
Clark Thomas Kiras and Pony S-

Heath V F Miller was secretary md
F K treasurer The CMptal
stock is I25OMSM

The Empire Construction company
which was to build the road was in-

corporated with a capital of lM06uo
and with the following directors Pres-
ident J Ross vice president
George B Leighton David Keith Reed
Smoot T E Gibbon T F Mme R
C Kerens C K McCornick and W A
Clark H E McKee was made secre-
tary and treasurer
Articles Were Mad March SQ 1901

The rights of the old Utah ft Cali-
fornia to the grade in Na
vada and the tax titles hoi dby Lin-
coln county were purchased In March
1101 the new railroad company eUtrt d
a survey over the forty miles of grade
beyond Nevada and began grading
April Vice President and General
Manager W H Bancroft of the

Short Line was summoned east
to confer with President E H Harri
man and the directors Mr Harriman
already controlled the Union Pacific
and Oregon Short Line and he had
only recently captured the Southern
Pacific The new road would make a
competing line In Southern California
and other territory and be took steps

once to head it off April 7 1901
Mr Bancroft from the east
with the announcement that the Ore-
gon Start Line would push through to
Los Angeles at once Gangs of min
cars of rails and supplies were rushed-
to Uvada and the work of laying rails
on the old grade began that very day
which was Sunday
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sitter light is Made
One of the bitterest railroad construc

tion ever known ensued It was
the hottest and most vigorous since

the Santa
Fe and the Denver ft Grande for
the possession of the Royal Gorge and
for the control of Colorado traffic The
San Pedro company clapped the grade
by right of purchase and by location
claiming that all titles had lapsed ex
cept those which it held The Oregon
Snort Line claimed the right through
the old Utah Nevada ft California
company The Clark men were first
in the Old but the Harriman tortes
had the advantage of possessing the
railroad and the telegraph Armed
men were employed by the Harriman
contingent as an attacking party and
armed men were on the
grade by the San Fedro defenders At-

one tine there was actual physical
conflict The Clark forces were grad-
ing along the line of the sM survey
and had put up barricades to protect
themselves from the invaders The
Short Line men with heavy wagons
and teams charged down upon the de-

fenders full tilt The bosses wen
stopped and the attack repeUed Those
who were present declared it a minwU
that in the heat of battle no blood wat
shed

were other clashes lid finally
Utr rival hosts Weed to late work
and tight it out in the courts Qn
derision was haniitl ilnwp giving the
Short Line right to t of the grade
but leaving the questi i as to surveys
open In November I1A1 an

for a reached A
joint surve was t oc made down the
Meadow and through all
narrow canyons an l to
two parallel routes allowing both rids
to KO through

NfRotlation fur th jmr l ast of the
Oregon Short Liner iuth of Sit Like
bfuiin Maiiuhilc th ishori Li be-

Toittinued on Page 5
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